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Gilbertsville-Mount Upton Central School Board of Education 
 

Regular Meeting 

 

15 November 2023 

 

D131 

 

Members present at the start of the meeting were President, Jeremy Pain, Vice-President 

Jed Barnes, Sean Barrows, Sarah Green, Whitney Talbot, Christopher Ostrander.  

 

Member Brenda Friedel was absent. 

 

Others present were Superintendent, Annette Hammond; District, Clerk Donna Dean; 

District Treasurer, Dorothy Iannello; Principal, Heather Wilcox; and Asst. Principal, 

Kevin Walsh 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by President 

Pain. 

 

Member Barnes arrived at 6:04 P.M. 

 

The Superintendent and Principal provided the following 

Positive Highlights: 

-School Board Recognition  

-Two students, Thomas Breslau and Morgan Williams, 

were inducted into the National Technical Honor Society 

at DCMO BOCES.  

- A bus driver meeting was held to discuss student 

behavior while riding the bus and how to handle 

situations.  

- Mrs. Wilcox and Mrs. Roberts attended CFES 

conference last week and GMU received the School of 

Distinction award (5 years in a row). 

-The Seussical performance was amazing. The students 

did a wonderful job! 

-Sweethearts and Heroes gave a great presentation to 

students and parents. We can already see a change in the 

school environment.  

 

No topics raised from the floor. 

 

District Treasurer, Dorothy Iannello reported on Long-

Term Care Insurance for Employees.  

 

The May 22, 2024 regular board meeting will move to be 

in conjunction with the May 14, 2024 Budget Hearing.  

 

The board discussed the following: 

Change to the wording of the Bus Proposition – school 

attorneys recommend the wording not state a specific type 
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of bus being purchased due to the ongoing issues with 

vendors being able to obtain vehicles. Proposition should 

reflect a range for the type of bus and include a “not to 

exceed” dollar amount.  

 

Minutes from the 25 October 2023 regular meeting were 

unanimously approved on a motion by Talbot, seconded 

by Ostrander. For the motion six, opposed none. Motion 

carried.  

 

The proposed 15 November 2023 Regular Consent 

Agenda was unanimously adopted as amended on a 

motion by Barrows, seconded by Green. For the motion 

six, opposed none. Motion carried.   

 

Board Member Ostrander made the motion, seconded by 

Board Member Barnes, RESOLVED: Upon the 

recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, to 

accept/approve the 15 November 2023 CSE/CPSE 

Consent Agenda. For the motion six, opposed none. 

Motion carried. 

 

Board Member Barrows made the motion, seconded by 

Board Member Talbot, RESOLVED: Upon the 

recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, to 

accept/approve the 15 November 2023, Financial Consent 

Agenda as amended. For the motion six, opposed none. 

Motion carried. 

 

Financial Reports  

To accept the financial reports for October 2023. 

 

Budget Calendar  

To approve the budget calendar for the 2023-2024 school 

year. 

 

Budget Transfer  

To approve the transfer of $235,000 for Special Education 

Placement. 

 

School Tax Collection Report  

To accept the unpaid school tax collection report in the 

amount of $261,610.17 to be forwarded to the Otsego and 

Chenango County Treasurer’s Office for the 2023-2024 

school year. 

 

Board Member Green made the motion, seconded by 

Board Member Talbot, RESOLVED: Upon the 

recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, to 

accept/approve the 15 November 2023, Personnel Consent 

Agenda as amended. For the motion six, opposed none. 
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Motion carried. 

 

Cleaner  

To appoint Jeremiah Ritchey as a full-time cleaner, 

effective November 16, 2023. All benefits are per the 

CSEA contract. 

 

Rescind Mentor 

To rescind the appointment of Darin Trass as mentor for 

Bethanie Weand for the 2023-2024 school year, effective 

November 15, 2023. 

 

Mentor  

To appoint Andrea Delmar as mentor to Bethanie Weand 

for the 2023-2024 school year, effective November 16, 

2023. 

 

Board Member Barrows made the motion, seconded by 

Board Member Ostrander, RESOLVED: Upon the 

recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, to 

accept/approve the 15 November 2023, New Items 

Consent Agenda as amended. For the motion six, opposed 

none. Motion carried. 

 

Bus Purchase  

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Education of the 

Gilbertsville-Mount Upton Central School District, as 

follows: 

 

Section 1.  The proposition hereinafter set forth is hereby 

authorized to be submitted for the approval of the 

qualified voters of the District on the 6th day of February, 

2024 (the “Vote”). 

 

Section 2. The proposition set forth below shall be 

submitted at the Vote and the District Clerk shall include 

notice of the proposition in substantially the following 

form in the notice of the vote: 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that the 

Vote to be held on February 6, 2024, the following 

proposition will be submitted: 

 

PROPOSITION 

 

Purchase of Vehicles 

 

Shall the Board of Education be authorized to 

purchase one (1) 20-48 passenger school bus, one 

(1) 48-70 passenger school bus, and one (1) van 

vehicle for the purpose of providing student 
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transportation and ancillary educational purposes, 

including original equipment and incidental 

expenses for the foregoing purpose, at a total 

estimated cost after taking into account state aid 

not to exceed $367,096.26; and that such sum or so 

much thereof as the Board may deem appropriate, 

in its discretion, shall be paid from the Vehicle and 

Equipment Reserve Fund to the extent that it is 

funded?  

 

Section 3. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

Dated: November 15, 2023   

 Donna Dean 

 District Clerk 

            Gilbertsville-Mount Upton Central School District 
 
 

No topics raised from the floor. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:25 p.m. on a motion by 

Talbot, seconded by Barrows, and passed unanimously. 
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November 15, 2023 

 

 

To:  Annette Hammond, Superintendent 

CC: Board of Education 

From:  Heather Wilcox 

Re: Mentor Recommendations 

 

 

I am recommending that the mentoring appointment of Darin Trass be 

rescinded effective 11/15/2023. 

 

I am recommending that Andrea Delmar be appointed as a mentor for 

Bethanie Weand beginning on 11/16/2023. 

 

 Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Heather Wilcox 

Principal  
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