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Gilbertsville-Mount Upton Central School Board of Education 
 

Regular Meeting 

 

16 October 2024 

 

D131 

 

Members present at the start of the meeting were President Jeremy Pain, Vice-President 

Jed Barnes, Whitney Talbot, Sarah Green, Christopher Ostrander, Brenda Friedel. Lori 

Peck, and three guests. 

 

Members absent were Sean Barrows.  

 

Others present were Superintendent Annette Hammond, District Treasurer Dorothy 

Iannello, District Clerk Donna Dean, and Principal Heather Wilcox 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by President 

Pain, who led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

The Superintendent and Principal provided the following 

Positive Highlights: 

• Board Appreciation Week is October 14-18. Mrs. 

Hammond thanked the board for their dedication to 

GMU.  

• November 8th & November 11th will be half-days for 

students and the dismissal time is changing from 12:00 

a.m. to 11:00 a.m. This will allow for staff 

development and the parent-teacher conference day for 

teachers to end at 6pm instead of 7pm.  

• NYC Trip for 9-12 to see The Great Gatsby was 

amazing and life altering for some. Grades 7-8 went to 

Southside Cinema to see the Wild Robot movie. Both 

trips had an academic component as well.  

• Cell Phone Update: there have been no infractions 

since starting. Students are self-monitoring which is 

helpful. We are very proud of them.  

• Winter Sports – we are waiting for final numbers for 

students registering to play before any decisions are 

made. Will be joining for volleyball, wrestling, indoor 

track, and bowling.  

• Regional Consultant visited the district to collect 

information. 

 

No topics raised from the floor. 

 

District Clerk, Donna Dean informed the board about the 

upcoming  

- Senior Citizen Luncheon: Friday, December 20, 2024, 

at 12 noon. Flyers will be going out soon.  
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- Mr. Card gave an update on the capital project. There 

was a walk-thru for Phase 2 of the project.  

 

Head Bus Driver, Harold Ives reported on the buses 

mileage, condition, and expenses for parts. 
 
The was no board discussion.  

 

Minutes from the 11 September 2024 regular meeting 

were unanimously approved on a motion by Ostrander, 

seconded by Friedel. For the motion six, opposed none. 

Motion carried.  

 

The proposed 16 October 2024 Regular Consent Agenda 

was unanimously adopted as amended on a motion by 

Talbot, seconded by Peck. For the motion six, opposed 

none. Motion carried.   

 

Board Member Friedel made the motion, seconded by 

Board Member Ostrander, RESOLVED: Upon the 

recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, to 

accept/approve the 16 October 2024 CSE/CPSE Consent 

Agenda. For the motion six, opposed none. Motion 

carried. 

 

Board Member Peck made the motion, seconded by Board 

Member Talbot, RESOLVED: Upon the recommendation 

of the Superintendent of Schools, to accept/approve the 16 

October 2024, Financial Consent Agenda. For the motion 

six, opposed none. Motion carried. 

 

Financial Reports  

To accept the financial reports for September 2024. 

 

Surplus  

To approve Mathematics textbooks as surplus to be 

disposed of accordingly. 

 

To approve Vehicle 62 as surplus to be disposed of 

accordingly. 

 

Donation  

To accept the donation of $100.00 from the Butternut 

Valley Grange to the GMU Backpack Program.  

 

Corrective Action Plan  

To approve the Corrective Action Plan – Extra classroom 

Activity Fund for year ending June 30, 2024. 

 

Board Member Ostrander made the motion, seconded by 

Board Member Friedel, RESOLVED: Upon the 
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recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, to 

accept/approve the 16 October 2023, Personnel Consent 

Agenda. For the motion six, opposed none, opposed none. 

Motion carried. 

 

Cleaner  

To appoint Elizabeth Ward as a cleaner, effective 

September 23, 2024.  

 

Annual Positions/Advisors  

To appoint the following as paid annual 

positions/advisors: 

 

National Honor Society: Ashley Elbogen & Alivia                    

Bell 

 

Resignation  

To accept the resignation of Thomas Connell as a social 

studies teacher, due to retirement, effective June 30, 2025.  

 

Mentor  

To appoint the following Mentor for the 2024-2025 school 

year:  

Rachel Cronin for Mackenzie Cherry (LTA) 

 

Board Member Talbot made the motion, seconded by 

Board Member Barnes, RESOLVED: Upon the 

recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, to 

accept/approve the 16 October 2024 New Items Consent 

Agenda as amended. For the motion six, opposed none. 

Motion carried. 

 

Capital Improvements Project Agreements  

To approve the capital improvements project agreement 

with John W. Danforth Company, effective February 14, 

2024.  

 

No topics raised from the floor. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m. on a motion by Peck, 

seconded by Talbot, and passed unanimously. 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 

Donna Dean, District Clerk 
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