






















 

 

Gilbertsville-Mount Upton Central School Board of Education 
 

Regular Meeting 

 

17 May 2023 

 

D131 Board Room 

 

Members present at the start of the meeting were President Jeremy Pain, Whitney Talbot, 

Sean Barrows, Sarah Green, Christopher Ostrander, and Brenda Friedel and two guests. 

 

Vice-President Jed Barnes was absent. 

 

Others present were Superintendent, Annette Hammond; District Clerk, Jarrin Hayen; 

District Treasurer, Dorothy Iannello; and Principal, Heather Wilcox. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 P.M. by President 

Pain, who led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

The Principal and Superintendent provided the following 

Positive Highlights: 

-Boot Scootin’ Boogie prom was Saturday, May 13th at 

Far View Farms. Approximately 60 students attended 

prom and 40 students took a bus to Clark’s Sports Center 

for the after-prom party until 5am. 

-Signed Rotary paperwork to have a foreign exchange 

student next year. We need host families. 

-Scholar Recognition dinner was Monday, May 15 at 

SUNY Oneonta. Mackenzie Cherry was honored as well 

as Rebecca McMullen as her most influential teacher. 

 

No topics were raised from the floor. 

 

Assistant Principal, Kevin Walsh and GMU Teachers 

presented on the MTSS Plan (Multi-Tiered System of 

Supports, formally RTI). 

 

District Clerk, Jarrin Hayen reported on the results of the 

16 May 2022 Annual Meeting. 

 Proposition #1 Budget 

Shall the following RESOLUTION be adopted: 

RESOLVED, that the basic budget for the Gilbertsville-

Mount Upton Central School District (“District”) for the 

fiscal year commencing July 1, 2023 and ending June 30, 

2024, as presented by the Board of Education in the 

amount of $11,050,000 is hereby approved and adopted 

and the required funds therefore are hereby appropriated 

and the necessary real property taxes required shall be 

raised by a tax on the taxable property in the District to be 

levied and collected as required by law.  

86 YES 

ORDER 
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20   NO 

 

Proposition #2 Capital Reserve Fund 

Shall the following RESOLUTION be adopted: 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the 

Gilbertsville-Mount Upton Central School District is 

hereby authorized to establish a capital reserve fund 

pursuant to Section 3651 of the Education Law. This fund 

will assist the district in planning for infrastructure 

upgrades while minimizing the burden on taxpayers. The 

capital reserve fund can be compared to a savings account 

which can only be used for capital improvements 

conducted with voter authorization. The funding comes 

from budget savings and unappropriated fund balances 

from the general fund. Balances can only be transferred to 

the capital reserve fund with approval from the Board of 

Education. In order to accomplish the same, said Board is 

hereby authorized to establish the ultimate amount of such 

Reserve Fund not to exceed $750,000, plus accrued 

interest and other investment earnings thereon, with a 

probable term of ten years. If approved, this resolution 

shall take effect immediately and will have no impact on 

the tax levy.  

87 YES 

19  NO 

 

Proposition #3 Capital Project 

Shall the following RESOLUTION be adopted: 

RESOLVED, the Gilbertsville-Mount Upton Central 

School District, Otsego and Chenango Counties, 

New York, shall be authorized to construct improvements 

to and reconstruct the School District building and campus 

facilities, including site improvements, original 

furnishings, equipment, machinery, apparatus, 

appurtenances, and incidental improvements and expenses 

in connection therewith, at a maximum estimated cost of 

$5,200,000, and that $116,147 of 2015 Capital Reserve 

Fund monies, $500,000 of 2016 Capital Reserve Fund 

monies, and $383,853 of available monies shall be 

expended therefor, and that the remaining $4,200,000 or 

so much thereof as may be necessary, shall be raised by 

the levy of a tax upon the taxable property of said School 

District and collected in annual installments as provided 

by Section 416 of the Education Law; and in anticipation 

of such tax, obligations of said School District shall be 

issued. The School District has determined said capital 

project is a “Type II Action” pursuant to the regulations of 

the New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation promulgated pursuant to the State 

Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) based 

upon 6 NYCRR Part 617.5(c)(1), (2) and (10) (previously 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

(8)), which as such will not have any adverse 

environmental impacts. 

80 YES 

26 NO 

 

Election of Two Members to the Board of Education 

The result of the election was as follows: 

Jed Barnes 94 votes 

Christopher Ostrander 89 votes 

 

Jed Barnes and Christopher Ostrander were elected to 

three-year terms on the Board of Education to commence 

1 July 2023. 

 

The District Clerk, Jarrin Hayen reminded the board of 

our upcoming dates;  

-June 14, Regular BOE Meeting at 6:00pm 

-July 5, Re-Organizational Meeting at 6:00pm 

-June 23, Graduation at 5:30 pm 

-Parent Square message today about a hold-in-place to 

keep students out of the hallways due to a student not 

following directions. 

 

The board discussed the following: 

-Second Reading: Weapons in School and the Gun-Free 

Schools Act (BP7330) 

-Board of Education Scholarship-chose 3 recipients to 

receive $400 at graduation.  

-Non-Resident Students-currently allow out-of-district 

students to attend GMU, if board approved. Board is in 

consent to review a draft policy to not allow out-of-district 

students, excluding staff members students and 

grandfathered in students. 

 

Minutes from the 09 May 2023 regular meeting were 

unanimously approved on a motion by barrows, seconded 

by talbot. For the motion six, opposed none. Motion 

carried.  

 

The proposed 17 May 2023 Regular Consent Agenda was 

unanimously adopted as amended on a motion by Friedel, 

seconded by Green. For the motion six, opposed none. 

Motion carried.   

 

Board Member Barrows made the motion, seconded by 

Board Member Ostrander, RESOLVED: Upon the 

recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, to 

accept/approve the 17 May 2023 CSE/CPSE Consent 

Agenda. The meeting dates include April 21, 26 & 28, 

2023 and May 3, 5 & 10, 2023. For the motion six, 

opposed none. Motion carried. 
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Board Member Talbot made the motion, seconded by 

Board Member Barrows, RESOLVED: Upon the 

recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, to 

accept/approve the 17 May 2023, Financial Consent 

Agenda. For the motion six, opposed none. Motion 

carried. 

 

SEQRA  

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Gilbertsville-Mount Upton 

Central School District Board of Education (the “Board”), 

hereby declares the Gilbertsville-Mount Upton Central 

School District as the Lead Agency for purposes of the 

State Environmental Quality Review Act and regulations 

(SEQRA), associated with the 2023 Small Capital Project. 

WHEREAS, the Gilbertsville-Mount Upton Central 

School District Board of Education (the “Board”) has 

considered the effect upon the environment of the 

proposed Emergency Project listed in the State 

Environmental Quality Review Act Process Record Sheet 

submitted at this meeting, and 

WHEREAS, the Board has received and reviewed the 

State Environmental Quality Review Act Process Record 

Sheet prepared and submitted in connection with the 

Project, now therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Gilbertsville-Mount Upton 

Central School District Board of Education, acting as 

Lead Agency for purposes of the State Environmental 

Quality Review Act and regulations (SEQRA), hereby 

determines that the Project is a Type II action which will 

not have a significant impact on the environment and is 

not subject to review under SEQRA. 

 

Amended School Tax Collection Report  

To accept the amended school tax collection report in the 

amount of $270,273.77, originally approve on November 

16, 2022. 

 

Solid Waste Removal 

To accept the bid of the following company for the 

removal of our solid waste from July 1, 2023 through June 

30, 2024: Waste Recovery. 

 

Board Member Barrows made the motion, seconded by 

Board Member Green, RESOLVED: Upon the 

recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, to 

accept/approve the 17 May 2023, Personnel Consent 

Agenda as amended. For the motion six, opposed none. 

Motion carried. 

 

Resignation  

To approve the resignation of David Green, Bus Monitor, 

FINANCIAL CONSENT 

AGENDA 
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effective May 8, 2023. 

 

Substitute Bus Monitor  

To approve David Green as a Substitute Bus Monitor, 

effective May 8, 2023. 

 

Bus Driver  

To appoint David Green as a Bus Driver, effective May 8, 

2023. 

 

Resignation 

To accept the resignation of Thomas Bishop, English 

Language Arts Teacher, effective August 31, 2023. 

 

Board Member Barrows made the motion, seconded by 

Board Member Ostrander, RESOLVED: Upon the 

recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, to 

accept/approve the 17 May 2023, New Items Consent 

Agenda as amended. For the motion six, opposed none. 

Motion carried. 

 

Re-Organizational Meeting Date 

To approve July 5, 2023 at 6:00pm as the date for the Re-

Organizational Meeting for the 2023-2024 school year, 

with the regular meeting immediately following. 

 

Adopt Board Policy  

To approve the board policy listed on behalf of the 

Superintendent and Ferrara Fiorenza PC: 

 

Section 7000-Students 

7330-Weapons in School and the Gun-Free Schools Act 

(BP 7330) 

 

2023 Capital Project Architect Agreement  

WHEREAS, the Gilbertsville-Mount Upton Central 

School District (the “District”) has determined that it is 

both required and in the best interest of the District to 

retain an architect to provide necessary architectural and 

related services in connection with its 2023 Capital 

Improvement Project (the “Project”); and 

WHEREAS, the District wishes to continue its relationship 

with Arcadis Architects, Engineers and Landscape 

Architects (“Arcadis”) for the purposes of providing 

architectural and related services for the Project; and  

WHEREAS, the School District’s legal counsel, Ferrara 

Fiorenza, PC and Arcadis have jointly prepared a contract 

for Architect services relative to the Project (a copy of 

which has been shared with the Board);  

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved as follows: 

1. The Board of Education approves the 
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retention of Arcadis to provide professional 

services and proceed with the Project in 

accordance with the terms and conditions 

of the contract approved by legal counsel 

and previously shared with the Board of 

Education. 

 The Board of Education hereby authorizes 

the President of the Board or the 

Superintendent of Schools to enter into the 

approved contract with Arcadis on behalf of 

the Board of Education and take all steps 

necessary or convenient to proceed under 

the contract in connection with the Project.  

2. This resolution shall take effect 

immediately. 

 

2023 Capital Project Proposal Agreement  

To approve the proposal from Arcadia Architects, 

Engineers and Landscape Architects, a New York General 

Partnership (formerly IBI group) for architectural and 

engineering services for the 2023 Capital Project. 

 

No topics raised from the floor. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:52 p.m. on a motion by 

Talbot, seconded by Ostrander, and passed unanimously. 
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